Pathologic evaluation of gallbladder in patients who underwent cholecystectomy and hepatic resection for hepatocellular carcinoma.
The purpose of this study was to describe the pathologic findings of the gallbladder in patients who underwent simultaneous cholecystectomy and hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma in Taiwan. This was a hospital-based retrospective study. The authors analyzed the medical records of all subjects with hepatocellular carcinoma who were initially treated by hepatic resection and cholecystectomy at 1 medical center in Taiwan from 1995 to 2008. Totally, 549 subjects were enrolled in this study. There were 428 men (78.0%) and 121 women (22.0%). The mean age was 55.6 ± 13.2 years (range, 15-88 years). Among the 549 subjects with hepatocellular carcinoma, only 1 patient (0.2%) had gallbladder metastasis. The prevalence of gallstones was 9.3%; the prevalence of cholesterolosis of the gallbladder was 6.6%; and the prevalence of cholesterol polyp of the gallbladder was 0.9%. The prevalence of metastasis from hepatocellular carcinoma to the gallbladder is low. Other lesions inside the gallbladder among patients with hepatocellular carcinoma are benign and they do not always require cholecystectomy.